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The alien subsidies (1440-87)

= 82% of the records in EIDB

Inquest into aliens resident in Northampton in 1469 (TNA, E179/79/155/94)

Particular account of aliens taxed in Bedfordshire , 1442-3 

(TNA, E179//235/18). Householders paid 16 
pence, non-householders 6 pence

A new type of tax levied first in 1440 in response to:
• The crown’s need for more funds in the final stages 

of the Hundred Years War
• Anxieties about the growing economic influence of 

foreigners (especially the Italians and Flemish)—
anxieties greatest in London

• Anxieties about national security in time of possible 
invasion from France and its allies
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Issues to consider with the alien subsidy evidence

County No. in 
1440

% nationality 
identified 

Devon 675 94%

Wiltshire 477 94%

Cornwall 318 55%

Suffolk 497 50%

Kent 1129 26%

Norfolk 282 20%

London 1835 7%

All counties 16,878 30%
Figures from Table 3 in Ormrod, Lambert and Mackman, 

England’s Immigrants.

• Rising number of exemptions after 1440

• Tax collection after 1440 more haphazard

• Missing returns from many counties

• Varied identification of nationalities –

some counties have many unidentified

• How to interpret default 
payments: even in 1440 were 46% 
- often labelled as ‘moved’ to 
explain why they did not pay

Welsh after 1440, Channel 
Islanders in 1441, Irish and 
Manx in 1442, Normans and 
Gascons in 1449, etc…



4TNA, E179/95/100, m. 4d

Portion of 1440 alien subsidy for Devon showing Exeter householders 
taxed 16d and showing those who ‘moved’

Exon’ (Exeter)

am’ = ammissi = moved

Simon de Lestracy de Vasconia
Nicholus Jon de Insula de Garnesey
Henr’ Renoy Ducheman

John Spyne de Burdegalia
Dionisius Cordener de Normannia
Radulphus Poterell de eadem
Thomas Hay de Hibern’

Prosopographical research 
shows none of them moved
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Issues to consider with the alien subsidy evidence

Figures for 1440 alien subsidy: from Table 1 in Ormrod, Lambert and 

Mackman, England’s Immigrants.

• Rising number of exemptions after 1440

• Tax collection after 1440 more haphazard

• Missing returns from many counties
• Varied identification of nationalities –

some counties have many unidentified
• How to interpret default payments: 

even in 1440 were 46% - often 
labelled as ‘moved’ to explain why 
they did not pay

County Householders 
in 1440 Total no.

Norfolk 53% 282
Cornwall 51% 318
Devon 51% 675
Suffolk 50% 497
Berkshire 44% 351
Gloucestershire 37% 958
Hampshire 26% 1121
Dorset 0 516

All counties 40% 16,878

• How to interpret the balance 
between householders and non-
householders
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All Counties 1440 Devon 1440

French

Scots

Normans

French

Irish

Irish

‘Dutch’

Flemish

Normans

Origins of Aliens 
in 1440

Suffolk 1440

French Scot Irish 'Dutch' Norman
Fleming Breton Channel Islander Gascon Iberian
Icelander Italian German Other

‘Dutch’

French

Flemish
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Records in the England’s Immigrants Database (EIDB)

Alien subsidies 53,252 1440-89 Royal taxes on foreign-born residents 
(26,009 in 1440)

Letters of denization 6317 1380-
1549

Paid for legal status of denizen 
(4139 in 1540-49)

Document Type No. Years Purpose

Oath of fealty 1858 1436-38 Almost all from the Low Countries 

Licence to remain 941 1390-
1482

Paid for right to remain in England         
(521 Irish in 1394)

Letters of protection 450 1331-
1507

Mostly granted to French residents         
(300 in 1331-1349)

Misc. other 16 Letters of naturalization, petition, licences..

Tudor subsidies 1948 1523-25 Only for ten counties (including Suffolk)
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Suffolk aliens in 1440

French Scot Irish
'Dutch' Norman Fleming
Breton Channel Islander Iberian
Icelander Italian German

Suffolk aliens 1330-1549

French Scot Irish 'Dutch'

Norman Fleming Breton Channel Islander

Iberian Icelander Italian German

‘Dutch’

Flemish

French

Scots

‘Dutch’

Scots

French

Known origins of resident aliens in Suffolk in 
1440 (N=264) and in 1330-1550 (N=721)
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Go to the Advanced Search Screen at https://www.englandsimmigrants.com/search

Suffolk

To find all records on Suffolk, write the name of the county in the Place of Residence field  
and then click on the Search button
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Total of all records

Column headings can be changed or values alphabetized

Click on Full record to see 
all data fields in that record
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Click on Full Record to see data in all fields

Click on any blue link to bring 
you to all records with that 
value: 
e.g. all records for Lavenham
Or all aliens in this document
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Click on ‘more’ to see 
all options (use scroll 
bar to see them all)
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Click on compass to 
see map of results
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Map of all aliens in Suffolk, 1330-1550 (can also search on specific range of 
years, tax, type of document)– can also zoom in or out
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Click on bars to see 
bar chart of results

Known Occupations of 
Resident Aliens in 
Suffolk, 1330-1550
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Pie chart of the Suffolk hundreds where the ‘Dutch’ resided, 1330-1550
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All datasets can also be downloaded into Excel

Click on Download button

The spreadsheet downloads to your 
computer-includes all fields (many of 
which you will not want)
Also need to scroll right to see all fields
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Further resources

• The Background tab on the England’s Immigrants webpage

• W. M. Ormrod, B. Lambert, and J. Mackman, Immigrant England, 
1330-1550. Manchester Univ. Press, 2019 (in paper and ebook) 

• Resident Aliens in Medieval England. Ed. N. McDonald, W. M. 
Ormrod, and C. Taylor. Brepols, 2017. 

M. Kowaleski, “French Immigrants and the French Language in Late-Medieval England.” In The French 
of England: Essays in Honour of Jocelyn Wogan Browne. Ed T. Fenster and C. Collette. Woodbridge, 
2017, pp. 207-24.

M. Kowaleski, “The Assimilation of Foreigners in Late Medieval Exeter: A Prosopographical Analysis’ in 
Resident Aliens in Medieval England. Ed. N. McDonald, W. M. Ormrod, and C. Taylor. 2017, pp. 163-79

M. Kowaleski, “Breton Immigration in Late Medieval England,” in People, Power and Identity in the Late 
Middle Ages: A Festschrift for W. Mark Ormrod. Ed. H. Lacey and G. Dodd, Routledge, forthcoming


